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("Eternal Rest”) ("Descanso Eterno”)
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December 17, 1936 - April 21, 2025 17 de Diciembre, 1936 - 21 de Abril, 2025

Concédeles, Serior, el descanso
eterno y que les ilumine
tu luz perpetua.
Que las almas
de los fieles difuntos
por la misericordia de Dios
rest in peace. Amen descansen en paz. Amén

Requiem Prayer Oracion de Réquiem

St. Joseph Catholic Parish | 8670 Byron Ave. | Miami Beach, FL 33141 | April 27, 2025

Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.

May their souls and the souls
of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,




Pastor’s Corner/ MASS INTENTIONS
Reflexiones de tu Parroco For the week of 4/26/25 to 5/3/25

This Sunday is known as Divine Mercy Sunday. Saturday 4/26 o
Today's readings indeed proclaim the great love the Father §f30pm St. Joseph Parishioners
has for all of humanity in his only-begotten Son, Jesus 00pm  Portuguese Mass
Christ, the Lord. Today's Gospel narrates how Jesus Sunday  4/27 . .
appears in the midst of his disciples to share with them the &30am 1 Pope Francis 1 Anne McDougal 1 Vilma Patton

. . ] 10:00am 1 Elsa Govea 1 Martha Sanchez 1 Juan J. Baez t
gift of his peace. The absence of Thomas, the Twin, In Thanksgiving for: The Govea-Castilo Family

should make us evaluate our own fa.ith commitment in 12:30pm 1 Graciela Grisales 1 Rafael & Sandra Betancur t
Christ. Do we need signs to believe in God, although God T Samuel Patifio T Gustavo Jurado T Ramon Lopez t
may certainly perform such signs each day and we miss T Alfonso T. Almonte 1 Encamacion Palomino

T Hector Maury T Rosa Avello T Maricela G. Maury 1

them?_Jegus does not reject Tho_mas; in his infinite mercy + Reinaldo Rodriguez + Jose R. Gil  Maria Guerrero +
Jesus invites Thomas to touch his wounds and experience + Acelarosa Gonzalez

his healing presence. On this Divine Mercy Sunday, we, Por la Salud de: Pedro Lopez & Familia, Eva Mancebo
too are called to affirm our faith in the Risen Lord, and to 6:00pm 1 Steven Foster 1 Serafin & Adolfina Padron t

learn how to touch his wounds in the wounds of those T Carlo, Zoila, & Olga Femandez

1 Jose G. Aleman & Familia T Maria C. Oliva 1
Por la Salud de: Mario Pereyra

Monday 4/28

whom we meet in our daily journey: the poor and the
homeless, the infirm and the prisoner, the families divided

by hatred, the immigrant and the unemployed. When we 8:00am 1 Pope Francis T Pamela O’'Hagan T Nancy Scargilli T
touch those wounds, we touch Christ's wounds; he 5:30pm 1 Gustavo Jurado  Charles Neville

welcomes us into his heart to help us grow in his love. Tuesday 4/29

When parish groups gather, they may wish to share about  8:00am 1 Pope Francis t Yvonne Betzold + Gustavo Olmos t
the connection between this Gospel text and the testimony t Ricardo Callejas 1

they are called to offer as disciples of the Lord in our 7:00pm 1 Gustavo Jurado T

contemporary society. Por la Salud de: Mario Pereyra

FERRFRRRERRFERRERRERRERRRERRERRKERRFRRRERR IR IR XX 2222005522 %  Wednesday 4/30

. . . . .. . 8:00am 1 Pope Francis 1 Nelly & Mariel Fadini
Conacide ceme Dominge de la Divina Miseticordia, + Zulema Biderman 1 Lucia Sceusa t

las lecturas de oy proclaman el gran amex de Dics por t Souls in Purgatory 1
la . 7. .. iste. el Seiion. EL For the Health of: Susana Roefeld
teda la fuumanidad en su Unice Ftije Jesucristo, el Sefior. 5:30pm 1 Gustavo Jurado t Dorothy Montano t
Evangelio nelata cime Jesis se presenta en media de sus Thursday 5/1
discipulos para efrecerles el don de ba paz. La ausencia de 8:00am 1 Pope Francis 1 Rev. Joxe Mari 1 Sister Encarnacion

P .. Biain T
-~
Famas, el Gemelo, nas invita a evaluar nuestra fe en el + Margarita Palacio t
Seiian Resucitade. 6 Necesitamas signes para creer, a pesar 7:00pm 1 Gustavo Jurado 1 Stefano J. Barbosa t
( 1 L L -

de que Dies nes ofrece esas signes diariamente y en Friday 502
cincunstancias especiales que cen frecuencia ignoramaos? 8:00am 1 Pope Francis T Marceline & Esther Fernandez t

, i I inlinit isenicandi Intention for: Toni Perro
je/mo fre @ Jomas;en ok me ) bo 5:30pm 1 Gustavo Jurado t Lise & Lyne Foumnier t
invita a que toque sus lagas y palpe su presencia. En este Saturday 53
deminge de la Misericordia Divina, también nesatros 8:00am  t Pope Francis t Gustavo JuradotChristine Matthews 1
e a bta #e en w ZMM p O Blood and Water, iOh Sangre y Agua
aprender a tocar bas Uagas de todos los que sufren a which oushed oot tegy filgatana et coraxcn <o

nuestre abrededor: los pobnes abandonados, bas familias e - lipkiasathen
divididas , los indecumentades, bos desempleados, los
enfeuncs y los presos. AL tacar esas Uagas, también tocamos
las del mismo Jesiis, quien nas acege en su cerazin para
twans foumames cen su amex. Se wecamienda que les gruupos
de la pavequia relacienen el Evangelio. de ey con el
testimanio de vida que facen en la comunidad y en la
saciedad, para que sientan el llamade que Jesiis hiciera a
sus discipulos de sex misioneros en el munde.

Rev. Juan J. Sosa
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PARISH NEWS!

Your parish still needs your financial support on a
weekly basis, to continue our operations and community
service. We are deeply grateful to all our parishioners
who continue to support the parish community with
their donations, and now, you can donate any time
you visit us, with a click on the QR code card that has
been placed on the pews, in front of you, for your con-
venience, especially if you do not receive our parish
envelopes. We invite everyone to sign up for our auto-
matic offering program.
https://stjosephmiamibeach.weshareonline.org/

You can also mail your contribution or bring it to the Parish
Office.

The second collection TODAY provides funds to
for the benefit of the Catholic Home Missions Appeal.
Thanks for your generosity.

For those receiving the Sacrament of First
Communion: There is rehearsal in the Church on
Wednesday, April 30th. The First Communion Mass will
happen on Saturday, May 3, 2025 at 11:00am in the
Church. The photographer will be available in the Parish
Hall from 8:30am to 12:30pm.

For those receiving the Sacrament of
Confirmation: There is rehearsal in the Church on
Wednesday, May 14th. The Confirmation Mass will
happen on Saturday, May 17, 2025 at 11:00am in the
Church. The photographer will be available in the Parish
Hall from 8:30am to 12:30pm.

ABCD 2025: Thank you to all who have already
generously responded to this year's ABCD. Our Parish
goal for this year is $106,738. So far, we have received a
total of $73,570. We have a balance of $33,168 to meet
our goal. Please prayerfully consider making a donation to
this year's ABCD. Thank you for your continued support!
May God bless you abundantly.

“COFFEE AND DONUTS"

Every Sunday , we continue with our coffee and
donuts after Mass, and lunch after the 12:30pm Mass.
Come and share with other parishioners in the parish

community and support our parish ministries.

Are you registered as a parishioner of our
church? Please stop by the office to check if you are
registered. Registration is important so that when you
need any of the services we offer, you will not have any
problems. We are open Monday through Friday from
8:30am to 5pm.

Give thanks to the Lord
for he is good,

his love is

i EVERLASTING:

Church Sanctuary Lamp
A good way to remember and honor loved ones it
to sponsor the Sanctuary Lamp in the Church.
Please call or visit the Parish Office to reserve the
week of your choice.

Una buena manera de recordar a nuestros seres
queridos es patrocinar la Lampara del Santuario en
la Iglesia. Visite o llame a la Oficina Parroquial para

reservar la semana de su eleccion.
April 27 - May 3, 2025
For the Health of: Maria C. Sotelo

Faith Formation
If you would like to register your child for the 2024-25
academic year, please come to the Parish Office, or
request the registration form via email:
glodos@stjosephmiamibeach.com.

First Communion and Confirmation preparation programs
are two years each. Children must be 6 years of age or
older to register for the First Communion Program.

All families must be registered in our Parish.

Adult Faith Formation (OCIA)
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) and Adult
Faith Formation at St. Joseph has begun. Please contact us
for more information.

The U.S. Catholic Bishops have revised the catechumenate
process that prepares and welcomes adults seeking Holy
Sacraments of Baptism, Holy Communion, Confirmation,
and/or those that are Baptized Non-Catholics seeking full

acceptance into the Catholic Church, as well as those
already fully initiated & seeking a deeper knowledge of the
Catholic Faith. For further inquiry, please email:
Gipsy Lodos @ glodos@stjosephmiamibeach.com

TAKE HOME THE VOCATIONAL
CHALICE AT MASS TO PRAY FOR
RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS

PLEASE REGISTER AT THE
BOOKSTORE.

S

ONE IN CHARITY

ONE IN FAITH

2025 +¥+

ARCHBISHOP’S CHARITIES & DEVELOPMENT DRIVE

LB

Our commitment to the ABCD as a parish is a
testimony to our collective faith and the love we have
for those in need. Thank you to those who have
already made their ABCD gift. Though we’ve made
significant progress, we’ve yet to meet our goal.
Every contribution counts, and with your support, we
can make a real difference. Please take a moment to
consider making a gift to the ABCD today - helping
us achieve our goal and offering love and
compassion to those who need it most.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



NOTICIAS DE LA PARROQUIA

Su parroquia aun necesita su apoyo financiero
semanalmente, para poder continuar nuestras
operaciones Yy servicio a la comunidad.
Agradecemos profundamente a todos nuestros
feligreses que continian apoyando la comunidad
parroquial con sus donativos. Y ahora, usted puede
donar en cualquier momento que nos visite con un clic
al Cadigo QR en la tarjeta que se ha colocado en los
bancos, en frente de usted, para su conveniencia.

Invitamos a todos a que se inscriban en nuestro
programa de ofrendas automatico en: https://
stjosephmiamibeach.weshareonline.org/
También puede enviar su contribucién por correo o
traerla a la Oficina Parroquial.

La segunda colecta de HOY sera para el
beneficio de la Campaina de Misiones Catdlicas.
Gracias por su generosidad.

Para quienes reciben el Sacramento de la
Primera Comunién: Habra un ensayo en la Iglesia el
miércoles 30 de abril. La Misa de Primera Comunién
se celebrara el sabado 3 de mayo de 2025 a las
11:00am en la Iglesia. El fotégrafo estara disponible en
el Salon Parroquial de 8:30am a 12:30pm.

Para quienes reciben el Sacramento de la
Confirmacion: Habra un ensayo en la Iglesia el
miércoles 14 de mayo. La Misa de Confirmacion se
celebrara el sabado 17 de mayo de 2025 a las
11:00 am en la Iglesia. El fotografo estara disponible
en el Salén Parroquial de 8:30am a 12:30pm.

ABCD 2025: Gracias a todos los que ya han
contribuido generosamente al ABCD de este afio.
Nuestra meta parroquial para este afio es de $106,738.
Hasta la fecha, hemos recibido un total de $73,570. Nos
queda un saldo de $33,168 para alcanzar nuestra meta.
Por favor, consideren con oracion hacer una donacion
al ABCD de este afo. jGracias por su continuo apoyo!
Que Dios los bendiga abundantemente.

“CAFE Y DONAS”

Todos los domingos, continuamos con nuestro café y
donas después de la misa y el almuerzo después de la
misa de las 12:30 pm. Ven a compartir con otros
feligreses de la comunidad parroquial y apoya nuestros
ministerios parroquiales.

¢ Esta registrado como feligrés de nuestra iglesia?
Por favor, pase por la oficina para comprobar si esta
registrado. Estamos abiertos de lunes a viernes de
8:30am a 5pm.

LLEVE A CASA EL CALIZ VOCACIONAL
PARA ORAR POR LAS VOCACIONES
SACERDOTALES Y RELIGIOSAS.

Puede inscribirse en la lista situada en la
tienda de libros, por favor incluya su

numero de teléfono.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

FORMACION RELIGIOSA

Si desea inscribir a su hijo (a) en el programa de Educacién
Religiosa para el afio académico 2024-25, por favor pase por la
Oficina Parroquial o solicite el formulario de inscripcién por
correo electrénico: glodos@stjosephmiamibeach.com.

Los programas de preparacion para la Primera Comunién vy la
Confirmacion duran dos afos cada uno. Los nifios deben tener
una edad minima de 6 afios para inscribirse en el Programa de
Primera Comunion. Todas las familias deben estar
registradas en nuestra Parroquia.

Lecturas de las Escrituras
Para la Semana del 27 de Abril de 2025

Domingo Domingo de La Divina Misericordia
He 5, 12-16; Sal 117, 2-4. 22-24. 25-27a; Apoc 1, 9-
11a. 12-13. 17-19; Jn 20, 19-31
Lunes He 4, 23-31; Sal 2, 1-3.4-6. 7-9; Jn 3, 1-8
Martes Memoria de Santa Catalina de Siena, Virgen y
Doctora de la Iglesia
He 4, 32-37; Sal 92, lab. 1¢-2. 5; Jn 3, 7-15
Miércoles He 5, 17-26; Sal 33, 2-3. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9; In 3, 16-21
Jueves He 5,27-33; Sal 33,2y9. 17-18. 19-20; Jn 3, 31-36
Viernes Memoria de San Atanasio, Obispo y Doctor de la
Iglesia
He 5, 34-42; Sal 26, 1. 4. 13-14; Jn 6, 1-15
Sabado Fiesta de los Santos Felipe y Santiago, Apostoles

1 Cor 15, 1-8; Sal 18, 2-3. 4-5; Jn 14, 6-14

Jubilee Year 2025 will offer the faithful opportunities to
participate in various jubilee events at the Vatican and in their own
dioceses. For pilgrims who cannot travel to Rome, bishops around
the world have designated their cathedrals or a popular Catholic
shrine as special places of prayer for Jubilee Year
pilgrims, offering opportunities for reconciliation, indulgences and
other events intended to strengthen and revive the faith. The
following churches and shrines are designated as special places of
prayer for pilgrims:
e Cathedral of St. Mary, Miami, 7525 NW 2nd Avenue, Miami
e The National Shrine of Our Lady of Charity (La Ermita), 3609 S.
Miami Ave., Miami
e  Our Lady of Schoenstatt Shrine, 22800 SW 187th Ave,
Homestead
e St. Mary Star of the Sea Basilica, 1010 Windsor Lane,
Key West
e  Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, 11691 NW 25th Street, Doral
e  St. Clement Catholic Parish, 2975 N. Andrews Avenue,
Wilton Manors

The basic conditions to gain an indulgence are that a person is
moved by a spirit of charity, is "purified through the sacrament of
penance and refreshed by Holy Communion" and prays for the
pope. Groups of faithful who wish to organize pilgrimages to one or
more of the above des ignated churches or shrines should
coordinate with the designated site so that the pilgrims can be
properly welcomed and have access to the Sacraments, especially
confession.
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL MINISTRY ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
helped 130 families with food and The Archbishop’s Charities and Development Drive (ABCD) provides
clothing. We thank PANERA BREAD us with a powerful opportunity to live out this call. Your generous
for their on-going bread donations, and contributions help fund vital programs that bring hope, healing, and
also our community and to the Bra72ilian assistance to those facing difficult circumstances, and they enable us
community for replenishing our St. Vincent pantry. THE totﬁontli)nu% the misfsgndof Christ ill7 ct)ur C(.;mrrz)unities. /;\\7 tvfn;e celﬁbrate
: : e abundance of God’s mercy, let us also be merciful through our
FOOD P_ANTRY ISIN _NEED OF CAN FOOD (vegetablgs, giving, knowing that every act of generosity brings us closer to the
spaghetti sauce, fruits, tuna, pasta). Please bring heart of Christ and transforms lives. Visit the ABCD today to make

donations to the Parish Office, do not leave in the Church your donation. www.isupportABCD.com.
or Church grounds. Please call the office to register and Planned Giving
to obtain the date for the next distribution. Planned giving is one powerful way to extend that mercy beyond our

- lifetime, ensuring that future generations experience the love, support,
EL MINISTERIO DE SAN VICENTE DE PAUL - and care that our faith communities provide. By including the Church in

Ayudé a 130 familias con alimentos y ropa. Le damos your estate plans or making a legacy gift, you help secure the future of
gracias a PANERA BREAD por su continuo apoyo de pan the Church’s mission to serve those in need, support ministry

y a nuestra comunidad, y a la comunidad brasilefia por programs, and carry on the work of Christ for years to come. Please
abastecer nuestra dispensa de san Vicente. feel free to contact us via email at kblanco@theadom.org or call us at
LA DISPENSA NECESITA ENLATADOS (vegetales, 305-762-1053 today!

spaghetti salsa, frutas, atun, pasta) Traer sus donaciones Stewardship

a la oficina parroquial. No dejar donaciones en la Iglesia o As we reflect on the abundance of God's mercy today, let us also
sus alrededores. Debe llamar a la oficina para inscribirse reflect on how we can share our blessings, contribute to the work of
y para obtener la fecha de la préxima distribucion. the Church, and serve those in need. Whether through financial

support, volunteering, or offering our gifts, every act of stewardship
helps to build the Kingdom of God.

NOTICIAS ARQUIDIOCESANA . ] o ]
La Camparia de Caridad y Desarrollo del Arzobispo (ABCD) nos Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace bt,a” with you. As the Father has sent
brinda una gran oportunidad para vivir esta llamada. Sus me, so | send you.” (JOHN 20:21
generosas contribuciones ayudan a financiar programas vitales ) ) )
que aportan esperanza, curacion y asistencia a quienes se Peace the first gift of the risen Lord. Just as Jesus sent the apostles
enfrentan a circunstancias dificiles, y nos permiten continuarla ~ ©out into the world, so too, He sends us. As Stewards of Jesus, we are
mision de Dios en nuestras comunidades. Mientras celebramos ~ called to be compassionate and merciful; and not with just those who

la abundancia de la misericordia de Dios, seamos también are our friends, but also with our “enemies.” Think of someone in your
misericordiosos a través de nuestras donaciones, sabiendo que life who you need to reconcile with. Call them right now or better yet,
cada acto de generosidad nos acerca al corazén de Dios y go visit them.

transforma vidas. Visite el ABCD hoy para hacer su donacion.
www.isupportABCD.com.

Donacién Planificada
Las donaciones planificadas son una manera poderosa de
extender esa misericordia mas alla de nuestra vida, asegurando
que las generaciones futuras experimenten el amor, el apoyo y
el cuidado que nuestras comunidades de fe proporcionan. Al
incluir a la Iglesia en sus planes de sucesién o al hacer una
donacioén de legado, usted ayuda a asegurar el futuro de la
misioén de la Iglesia de servir a los necesitados, apoyar los
programas del ministerio y continuar la obra de Cristo en los
anos por venir. No dude en ponerse en contacto con nosotros
por correo electrénico a kblanco@theadom.org o llamenos al
305-762-1053 hoy mismo! ONE IN FAITH ONE IN CHARITY

2025 —,-"r—l- ABCD

ARCHBISHOP'S CHARITIES & DEVELOPMENT DRIVE

Mayordomia
Al reflexionar hoy sobre la abundancia de la misericordia de

Dios, reflexionemos también sobre como podemos compartir POR FAVOR. AYUDANOS A ALCANZAR NUESTRO

nuestras bendiciones, contribuir a la labor de la Iglesia y servir a
los necesitados. Ya sea a través de ayuda financiera, OBJETIVO
voluntariado u ofreciendo nuestros dones, cada acto de PLEASE HELP US REACH OUR GOAL
corresponsabilidad ayuda a construir el Reino de Dios.
ABCD 2025
“Jesds les dijo nuevamente, ‘La paz sea con ustedes . Meta Parroquial | $106,738 | Parish Goal
Como el Padre me ha env:a.do, asi los envio yo’.” Compromisos Pagados | $21,477 | Pledge Payments
(Juan 20:21) Regalos tnicos | $52,093 | One ~Time Gifts

La paz - el primer don del Sefior resucitado. Asi como Jesus Saldo restante | $33,168 | Remaining Balance

envi6 a los discipulos al mundo, asi también nos envia a
nosotros. Como discipulos de Jesus, somos llamados a ser ) )
compasivos y misericordiosos; no s6lo con nuestros amigos sino %‘ ain no has respondido al /‘\%CD En E If you have yet to respond to
también con nuestros “enemigos”. Piense de alguien en su vida ¢ este ano, jte necesitamos: Por this year’s ABCD, we need

. . o p ; ) favor, considere en oracion reflejar |
con quien necesite reconciliarse. Llamelo inmediatamente o ’ : . you! Please prayerfully
el amor de Cristo poniendo su fe en consider mirroring the love of

mejor aun, vaya a visitarlo. accion haciendo una donacién hoy. Christ by putting your faith into

Puede obtener un sobre de action by making a gift today.
compromiso en la oficia parroquial.

5 View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pope Francis’ legacy will be defined by a series of
“firsts”

Statement by Archbishop Wenski on the death of
Pope Francis

[——
[
—
—_—

Miami Shores, FL (April 21, 2025) — In Evangelii Gaudium ('Joy of the Gospel'), Pope Francis said: I prefer a
Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is
unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its security.

Pope Francis saw the Church as a “field hospital” called to tend to the wounded on the battlefields of life, offering
her medicine of mercy to all. The Church, Pope Francis insisted, is not only to teach but to act—to embrace those
on the periphery and to bring the light of Christ to the darkest corners of society.

Shortly after his election as Pope, his first visit outside of Rome was to the marooned African boat people washed
ashore on the small Italian island of Lampedusa. He never tired of defending the displaced migrant nor
embracing the marginalized or excluded, whether at a papal audience in St. Peter’s Square or in a prison.

His legacy will be defined by a series of “firsts”: the first Jesuit Pope, the first Pope from the Americas, the first
Pope to address a joint session of the U.S. Congress, and the first Pope to appoint women to high positions in the
Roman Curia previously held only by male prelates.

We live, he said, not in an era of change but in the change of an era. Because scandals had undermined people’s
trust in society’s institutions, whether political, academic, economical or religious, he defied the institutional
“norms” of the Papal court: he carried his valise, refused to be chauffeured in limousines, and eschewed symbols
of pomp and circumstance, living not in the Apostolic Palace but in a room at the Vatican’s “hotel”. In this way,
he inspired many to give the Church a second look. And perhaps he was more highly regarded by those outside
the Church than by many within the Church.

Nevertheless, his Pontificate was in continuity with those of his predecessors. If Pope Benedict XVI was the
“green Pope” as the media called him for installing solar panels on the roofs of the Vatican, Pope Francis could
claim to be the “greener Pope’ for his landmark encyclical on creation care, Laudato Si. While studying as a
young Jesuit in Germany, he became acquainted with a Bavarian Marian devotion represented by a Baroque
painting depicting Mary as the Untier or Undoer of Knots. The concept of Mary untying knots is derived from a
work by St. Irenaeus of Lyons, Adversus Haereses (Against Heresies). In Book III, Chapter 22, he presents a
parallel between Eve and Mary, describing how "... the knot of Eve's disobedience was loosed by the obedience of
Mary. For what the virgin Eve had bound fast through unbelief, thus did the Virgin Mary set free through

faith." The then Father Bergoglio introduced this devotion to Argentina where it has spread in popularity
throughout the Americas.

Pope Francis understood the many knots that bind us in the world today because of our “throw away culture”
(la cultura del descarte) and the “globalization of indifference.”

A marble relief portrait over the gallery doors of the House Chamber in the U.S. Capitol depicts Moses. Referring
to this iconic image when addressing the joint session, Pope Francis said: "The figure of Moses leads us directly
to God and thus to the transcendent dignity of the human being. Moses provides us with a good synthesis of your
work: you are asked to protect, by means of the law, the image and likeness fashioned by God on every human
face."

Pope Francis leaves this world as a “pilgrim of hope”. “May choirs of angels welcome you and lead you to the
bosom of Abraham; and where Lazarus is poor no longer may you find eternal rest.” And may Mary, Mother of
the Church and undoer of knots, set us free through faith.
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El legado del Papa Francisco se definira por una
serie de “primicias”

Declaracion del Arzobispo Thomas Wenski sobre la
Muerte del Papa Francisco

En Evangelii Gaudium (“La alegria del Evangelio”), el Papa Francisco dijo: “Prefiero una Iglesia magullada,
herida y sucia porque ha salido a la calle, que una Iglesia malsana por estar recluida y por aferrarse a su propia
seguridad”. Considero a la Iglesia como un “hospital de campafia” llamado a atender a los heridos en los campos
de batalla de la vida, ofreciendo su medicina de misericordia a todos.

La Iglesia, insisti6 el Papa Francisco, no solo debe ensefiar, sino actuar, abrazar a los que estan en la periferia y
llevar la luz de Cristo a los rincones mas oscuros de la sociedad. Su primera visita fuera de Roma, poco después
de su eleccién como Papa, fue a los ndufragos africanos abandonados en la pequeia isla italiana de Lampedusa.

Y nunca se cans6 de defender a los emigrantes desplazados o de abrazar a los marginados o excluidos, ya fuera en
una audiencia papal en la Plaza de San Pedro o en una carcel.

Su legado se definird por una serie de “primicias”: el primer Papa jesuita, el primer Papa de las Américas, el
primer Papa que se dirige a una sesion conjunta del Congreso de los Estados Unidos, el primer Papa que nombra a
mujeres para altos cargos de la curia romana, antes ocupados s6lo por prelados varones.

Vivimos, dijo, no en una era de cambio, sino en el cambio de una era. Como los escandalos habian minado la
confianza de la gente en las instituciones de la sociedad, ya fueran politicas, académicas, econémicas o religiosas,
desafid las “normas” institucionales de la corte papal: llevaba su propia valija, se nego6 a que le llevaran en
limusina y evito6 los simbolos de pompa y solemnidad, no viviendo en el Palacio Apostolico sino en una
habitacion del “hotel” del Vaticano. De este modo, inspird a muchos a dar una segunda mirada a la Iglesia.

Y quizé fue mas apreciado por los de fuera que por los de dentro.

Sin embargo, su pontificado continu6 los de sus predecesores. Si Benedicto XVI fue el “Papa verde”, como le
llamaron los medios de comunicacion, por instalar paneles solares en los tejados de El Vaticano, Francisco puede
presumir de ser el “Papa mas verde” por su historica enciclica sobre el cuidado de la creacion, Laudato Si.

Como joven jesuita, mientras estudiaba en Alemania, conocio una devocion mariana bavara representada por una
pintura barroca de Maria como la Desatadora de Nudos. El concepto de Maria desatando nudos procede de una
obra de San Ireneo de Lyon, Adversus Haereses (“Contra las herejias”). En el libro 111, capitulo 22, San Ireneo
presenta un paralelismo entre Eva y Maria, describiendo como “... el nudo de la desobediencia de Eva fue
desatado por la obediencia de Maria. Porque lo que la virgen Eva habia atado por incredulidad, asi lo liber6 la
Virgen Maria por la fe.

”El entonces Padre Bergoglio introdujo esta devocion en Argentina, desde donde se ha extendido en popularidad
por todo el continente americano.

El Papa Francisco comprendid los muchos nudos que nos atan en el mundo de hoy a causa de nuestra “cultura del
descarte” y la “globalizacion de la indiferencia”.

Un bajorrelieve de marmol montado sobre las puertas de la galeria de la Camara de Representantes del Capitolio
de Estados Unidos representa a Moisés. Refiriéndose a esta iconica imagen al dirigirse a la sesion conjunta, el
Papa Francisco dijo: “La figura de Moisés nos conduce directamente a Dios y, por tanto, a la dignidad
trascendente del ser humano. Moisés nos ofrece una buena sintesis de su trabajo: se les pide que protejan, por
medio de la ley, la imagen y semejanza plasmada por Dios en cada rostro humano™.

29 €6

El Papa Francisco deja este mundo como “peregrino de la esperanza”. “Que coros de angeles te acojan y te
conduzcan al seno de Abraham; y donde Léazaro ya no es pobre, encuentres el descanso eterno”. Y que Maria,
Madre de la Iglesia y desatadora de nudos, nos libere mediante la fe.
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